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Casting
call for
diversity

The Negro
League
needs your
help

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Thomas M. English
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Thomas M. English, the selfproclaimed “New Father
of African- American Baseball,” is intent on reviving
America’s pastime.
As the coach for a new
inner-city youth baseball
league called the Childs Park
Black Sox, English needs donations for expenses necessary for maintaining a
team, specifically uniforms.
“For inner-city youth, playing a real game of baseball in a
baseball uniform with real
umpires is a dream come
true,” he said.
Originally from Louisville,
Ky., English has lived in St.
Pete for 17 years and has been
key in reviving Negro League
baseball in a number of regions and cities around the
country including South
Florida, southern Indiana,
Houston and San Antonio.
He was also instrumental
in reviving the St. Petersburg
Pelicans, Tampa Black Smokers and the Zulus (in
Louisville). The original St. Petersburg Pelicans initially
played in the 1940s, as a part
of the Florida State Negro
Baseball League.
English taught himself the
game of baseball and played
See BASEBALL , page 6

Royal Court Nobles: Alias Middleton, Brittany McKenzie, A’Keem Burns, Symone Ferguson,
LeZaire Reese, Rodtavia McCall, Tehira Welch, L’Khera Thomas, Damien Daniels, Maurice Hall,
Jaquez President and Undrea Bullard, Jr.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Students of Gibbs High
School were treated to tea
and dinner to honor their
accomplishments while offering them an escape
from daily school life. An
afternoon where they were
treated as royalty.
Young men donned
suits and the ladies wore
exquisite dresses as they
entered through the doors
of the Crystal Room located at Pinellas Technical
Education Center, St. Petersburg campus.

Made kings, queens,
princesses, and lords for
the day, 12 students joined
their families in a fourcourse meal of soup, salad,
steak, and a heavenly slice
of Royal Valentine chocolate cake. Wine was
served, non-alcoholic of
course, after all it is a
school function and the
honored guests were minors.
But the dinner was not
your normal recognition
dinner. Dr. Cody Clark of
Pinellas County Center for
the Arts at Gibbs High
School was on hand guiding the room in formal din-

ing etiquette. From where
to sit at a table, to how to
properly eat soup, to common faux pas such as
which fork to use for what,
he guided the entire dinner
training students on the act
of dining in a formal setting.
“It’s a lot to learn. You
must concentrate,” Clark
said as a young lady left a
table and only one man
stood. “That’s a problem.
Pay attention to what’s
going on around you.”
Gibbs High Principal
Stephanie Adkinson is on a
mission to prepare each
student that walks through

her doors in not only academics, but in life. One that
can explore the world and
feel comfortable in any setting or direction life may
take them.
“There will be a time
when you are in a position
that you will be looked at
and you will be judged,”
Adkinson said. “So what
we’ve done with you all is
assisted you in that
process.”
Those in attendance
were from across the
Gibbs High campus. Some
were part of the magnet
programs, others athletes,
See ROYAL, page 8

Pastor Rainey honored
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
In recognition of Black
History Month, Pastor
Martin Rainey was honored by the Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church Black History
Honorary Committee for a
lifetime of accomplishments.
But for longtime residents of St. Petersburg,
Rainey is a pillar of the
community, and worthy of

being honored every day.
“There are so many
contributions that African
Americans have made to
this country, and they deserve to be observed and
celebrated,” said Black
History Committee Member Cora Redix. “Our honoree is very deserving of
the recognition that he’s
received today.”
So celebrate they did
and in style.
Along with spectacular
music and even a rightSee RAINEY, page 12

Pastor Martin Rainey and Faye Hines

ST. PETERSBURG —
Creator of the interactive di
nner theater show “Murder
on Blueberry Hill,” Gladys
Adams is holding a casting
call for this production and
is encouraging novice and
experienced actors alike of
all races to join the troupes.
“We are looking for performers that can sing—at
least carry a tune,” Adams
said. “We do have a little
dancing in the show and
part of the audience participation is teaching them
dances like the Stroll,
Hand-Jive and Twist. We
also try to showcase an
actor’s
special
talent,
whether it is singing or
dancing, whenever possible.”
Adams is looking for diversity and is encouraging
African Americans to join
the cast. Finding a diverse
cast had not been a problem in all of her years of
producing plays until she
landed in the bay area.
The setting of this murder mystery is a dinner
honoring the memory of
Mai Thril and the reading
of her will. All the characters had motives for murdering Mai Thril on
Blueberry Hill. The play is
scripted but there is improvisation as each actor
goes into the audience
to mingle with the guests.
“They will stay in character to do this,” Adams
noted. “There are prizes—
one for guessing who the
killer is—so they audience
tries to get that out of the
performers.”
Adams would like
to create a matinee troupe
and an evening troupe.

See THESPIAN, page 9
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

By Jon Wilson

A pledge to action: Increasing parental and
community engagement
During the past two years, this column has been advocating for increasing
parental engagement by parents,
schools and the community as evidenced by:
• Talking with parents in a “Focus
Group” settings
• Defining “school contacts” as contacting the school at least 3 times a week
during the school year when the child is
not in trouble
• Challenging parents and community by asking the question: What is your
relationship with your child’s school and
the teacher?
• Hosting nine community summits
on education through President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., (PSFEC).
It is the intention then to challenge
all who have a committed compassionate
interest in the education and success of
children take a pledge for to “stand for
immediate action.”
The pledge to “Action”
As a parent, grandparent or caring
adult, I hereby give my pledge of commitment to help our community’s children achieve a truly independent future
by actively encouraging increasing
parental engagement 100 percent in the
struggling schools in my community
(South St. Petersburg).
My declaration of responsibility and
commitment to my public schools is
stated in these five self-evident truths as
spoken by President Woodrow Wilson,
the 28th President of the United States,
from 1913 to 1921.
1. “As Americans, we are the owners

of the public school system.”
2. “As owners, we bear a responsibility to participate in the system.”
3. “Accountability for our public
schools, their safety, and its employees
and its funding rests with us and the rest
of the system’s owners.”
4. “Our children’s future depends on
the improvement of the public schools.”
5. “And this improvement depends
on our participation.
Therefore as a parent, grandparent,
foster parent or caring adult, I take personal responsibility for my child’s safety
and education, and the safety and education of the children in this community.
Today, I pledge to volunteer my time
and resources to working with the
PSFEC, community and my public
schools each semester.
Should you agree with the aforementioned pledge, contact the PSFEC
To readers: Your opinions related to
“Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey serves
as President of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc., and Chairman,
JWB South County Community Council,
and may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326.
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m.,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800
18th Ave. S. St. Petersburg, (at the Resource Center to the right and adjacent to
Church). The community is welcome.

31st Annual Women’s Retreat
March 7 – 8
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg
Friday, 7:30–9 p.m. & Saturday, 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Keynote Speaker: Patricia Ashley
Moreno Valley, California
Guest soloist Ivetha Witherspoon

Workshops, Discussions, Special Music, Books
Continental Breakfast and Lunch
Registration: $30 for Women, $10 for Teens
For Questions or Additional Information:
Call (727) 327-9711 or (727) 343-2111
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Ambassadors Club

Members of the Ambassadors Club doing the Can-Can dance
at one of the organization’s fundraisers November 9, 1955.
In its day, the Ambassadors Club was
among St. Petersburg’s most influential
groups in terms of civil rights advocacy
and community leadership. Comprising
many of the city’s most prominent AfricanAmerican men, the Ambassadors also provided milk and lunches for school
children, organized fundraisers to benefit
the community and cracked a segregation
barrier when they placed a float in the annual Festival of States Parade.
The club disbanded in 2004 after its
golden anniversary celebration. But
Mordecai Walker, one of the few surviving
members, recalled last week that 2014
marks the 60th anniversary of the Ambassadors’ founding.
He is proud of the club’s history and
believes it and its mission still could have
a future in the community.
“I’m just as enthused about it now as I
ever was,” said Walker, who is 89. “We did
some good things. And we would have
good things to do today.”
Dr. Ralph M. Wimbish founded the
club on March 4, 1953, but the group uses
1954 as a starting point to date its anniversaries. “We were one year old before we
had our first public program,” Walker said.
On that occasion, the Ambassadors
named Jennie Hall the club’s citizen of the
year. A white woman, Hall had donated
money to build Wildwood swimming pool.
Previously, black people could swim at
only the South Mole beach (where today’s
Demens Landing is). The pool is still in
use at the Wildwood Community Center.
A 1954 newspaper photo showed Hall posing with Ernest Fillyau, at the time a
young lifeguard who later became a Ambassadors Club member and a St. Petersburg City Councilman.
One of the club’s earliest triumphs was
placing a float in the 1954 Festival of States
Parade. While not totally segregated be-
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cause bands from black school marched,
no African American entry on the level of
the float had been permitted. It cost about
$500 and was constructed by a company
headquartered on Weedon Island. The
float carried six young women, including
the 16-year-old queen, Rosa Holmes, who
was crowned at a coronation ball during
festival week. In later years, Holmes said
the float was warmly received all along the
parade route by blacks and whites alike.
Among the club’s earliest members
were Dr. Orion Ayer Sr., Dr. Robert J.
Swain, Dr. Fred Alsup, Samuel Blossom,
Sidney Campbell, George Grogan, John
Hopkins, Ernest Ponder, John Rembert
and Emanuel Stewart. All have passed on.
Walker, an educator, did not become a
member until 1958.
It was Stewart who coined the Ambassadors Club name.
A former Gibbs High School principal
and later administrative services director
for the Pinellas County school system,
Stewart is the only African American to be
named Mr. Sun, a honor bestowed upon a
prominent St. Petersburg man every year
during festival week.
Because of his distinguished gray hair,
Stewart was nicknamed “Silver Streak”
when an Ambassadors team played the
Gibbs varsity basketball team in an exhibition game. Husky Henry Jones was
known as “Full Press” and Walker, because of the way he moved on court, drew
the moniker of “Crazy Legs.”
If the club were active today, Walker
said it would focus on teenage boys, working especially toward higher rates of literacy and closing the achievement gap in
Pinellas schools.
Meanwhile, Walker retains a sparkle
in his eyes and a good helping of the energy that served him through five terms
as Ambassadors president.
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Mt. Zion honored Leon Jackson

Camp Victory monthly camp

Tracy Timmerman

Leon Jackson was honored by Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
for his role in helping desegregate the St. Petersburg Police Department.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S., St Petersburg, honored Leon Jackson of the legendary
Courageous 12 with its
Black History Month Living Legends Award.
Forty-three years ago,
12 African-American police
officers did a stunning
thing. They sued their em-

ployer, the City of St. Petersburg, in an effort to
break the barriers of segregation in the city’s police
department with a challenge to the city for the
right to patrol all of St. Petersburg.
This group of brave
men was later given the appellation of “The Courageous 12.” Adam Baker,
Nathaniel Wooten, Leon

Jackson, Horace Nero, Raymond DeLoach, Primus
Killen, Jerry Styles, Freddie Crawford, Johnnie
Lewis,
Robert
Keys,
Charles Holland, and
James King fought for
equal rights and working
conditions and won the
landmark lawsuit.
Jackson is only one of
the three surviving members of the Courageous 12.

      

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Modern Woodmen of
America Youth Service
Club is having their third
meeting Feb. 22 starting at
1 p.m. at the Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S. Children up
to age 16 are invited to the
activity to find out about the
benefits of membership.
Marlo Scott will lead the
club with assistant Tracy
Timmerman and Victory
Kingdom Worship Center
will sponsor the club’s
monthly activities.
“Since 1942, Modern
Woodmen Youth Service
Clubs have focused on vol-

unteering, patriotism, education and fun. Currently
900 clubs across the country serve thousands of children,” said Timmerman, a
local Modern Woodmen
representative.
“As a fraternal life insurer, our core values tie to
helping children, their families and their communities.
And that’s why we’re proud
to sponsor positive activities for our members,” Timmerman added.
If you’d like more information about becoming a
member of this new club,
call Scott at (727) 301-0575.

Marlo Scott
As a tax-exempt fraternal benefit society, Modern
Woodmen sells life insurance, annuity and investment products not to
benefit stockholders but to
improve the quality of life
of its stakeholders – members, their families and
their communities. This is
accomplished through social, charitable and volunteer activities. Annually,
Modern Woodmen and its
members provided nearly
$29 million and 1 million
volunteer hours for community projects nationwide.
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1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Borrowing basics
Today’s column is the third in a series of articles providing up-to-date tips and repor ts which
will help a family prepare a reasonable, affordable
financial plan with a goal of achieving financial
freedom.
Sooner or later, almost ever yone needs to
borrow money. Used wisely, credit can benefit
you and your family. But there are some things
you should know about the value of credit and
its costs. Understanding how credit works and
the types of credit which are available will help
you determine if you are ready to apply for
credit.
Credit is money you borrow to pay for things.
It is usually referred to as a loan. You make a
promise to pay back the money you borrowed
plus some extra. The extra amount is part of the
cost of borrowing money. If you use credit carefully, it can be useful to you. If you are not careful in the way you use credit, it can cause
problems.
You have probably heard the term “good
credit.” Having good credit means that you make
your loan payments on time to repay the money
you owe. If you have a good credit record, it will
be easier to borrow money in the future. If you
have problems using credit responsibly, it will be
harder to borrow money in the future.
Credit is important in a number of situations:
• It can be useful in times of emergencies.
• It is sometimes more convenient than carr ying large amounts of cash.
• It allows you to make a large purchase,
such as a car or house, and pay for it over time.
• It can affect your ability to obtain housing
and insurance depending on how you manage it.
Credit is a loan often secured by collateral or
a guarantee. Lenders take a risk to lend you
money. Therefore, they want to be sure that their
money is secure. Collateral is security you provide the lender. Giving the lender collateral
means that you pledge an asset you own, such as
your home, to the lender with the agreement
that it will be the repayment source in case you
cannot repay the loan. A guarantee is a form of
collateral. It occurs when someone you know
agrees to be responsible for any money that you
owe the lender but have not paid. This responsible person is called the cosigner of the loan. An
unsecured loan is not backed by collateral.
Credit cards are examples of unsecured loans.
An asset is something valuable that you own.
Some assets can be used to secure a loan. Examples of assets include a car, savings and investment accounts, proper ty such as your home.
Some items generally cannot be used as collateral, unless they are used to secure the purchase
of that item itself. These include furniture, clothing, and kitchen ware.
For purposes of family financial planning,
let’s focus on three types of loans:
• Consumer installment loans
• Credit cards
• Home loans
A consumer installment loan is used to pay
for personal expenses for you and your family
such as auto loans. In this case, the automobile
you are purchasing is used as collateral for the
loan.
Credit cards give you the ongoing ability to
borrow money for household, family, and other
personal expenses. But having a credit card does
not mean you have the money to pay for a purchase. You need to be able to pay your monthly
credit card bill.
There are three main types of home loans:
home purchase loans, home refinance loans and
home equity loans. Home purchase loans are
made for the purpose of buying a house. These
loans are secured by the house you are buying.
Home refinancing is a process by which an
existing home loan is paid off and replaced with
a new loan. There are a number of reasons
homeowners might want to refinance their home
loan such as a lower interest rate or money for
home repairs. Home equity loans are secured by
a property of the borrower.
In the next column we’ll consider the cost of
credit.
NHS is a 501(c) 3 non-profit HUD-cer tified
housing counseling organization. All services are
provided free of charge. Partners include the U. S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), HomeFree USA, Florida Housing Finance Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development and the
City of St. Petersburg. Sources for this article include FDIC Money Smart.
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Reviving Negro League baseball
From BASEBALL, page 1
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St. Petersburg, FL 33713
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727.403.3366
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for some independent teams.
“I can strike you out!” English boasted. “I learned how
to pitch through two words
spoken by Satchel Paige on a
documentary:
‘throw
straight!’ That’s how I
learned how to pitch,” he
said, laughing.
Extremely knowledgeable of the game’s history,
the 57 year old can dispense
a number of facts about the
pioneers of Negro League
baseball, all the way back to
John “Bud” Fowler, the first
African American to play professional baseball. In February of 1998, English decided
to teach the St. Pete community about Negro League
baseball history in a colorful
way: by painting a series
of murals on various buildings along 16th Street South.
Though almost all have
since been painted over by
various businesses, the one
that remains is of “Cyclone”
Joe Williams, one of the
fiercest fireballers to ever
play in the Negro Leagues.
When the Tampa Bay Devil
Rays hosted a salute to the
Negro Leagues in 1999 at
Tropicana Field, they invited
English to the event along
with several African-American baseball greats, including
Buck O’Neil. The legendary
first baseman O’Neil made
the trip down to 16th Street
to personally view the murals.
With his obvious love for
the game, English hopes to
pit his teams against others
in various area youth baseball programs such as Wildwood, Burg, Northwest
and Seminole. In order to do
so, English has until Mar.

15 to get enough players and
uniforms together.
“Either way I will still go
on with my RNBI [Reviving
Negro Baseball in Inner
Cities] youth baseball program as I have been doing
for 15 years,” English
said, “and host games and
tournaments against the
teams that I recruit on my
own in Childs Park, Campbell Park, Bradenton, along
with recruiting youth in
Tampa and Orlando.”
Though ballplayers of
any age and in any era can
come across obstacles, English believes they can find a
way to play the game they
love. In relating the hardships of the barnstorming
teams of the Negro Leagues,
he explained: “One team, one
car. Nine players had to ride
in one car. Three sat up front,
three sat in the back, one sat
in the luggage compartment
and the other two guys had
to hang onto the side of the
car. And they had to change
places every ten miles, despite the rain, the buckshot,
the dog chasing you,” he
said, and unleashed a deep
belly laugh.
He noted that some of
these teams resorted to passing the hat, literally, to raise
money.
“They’d go to wherever
to play the game then in the

middle of the game they’d
take their hat off and pass it
around to the people. That’s
how they got gas, food and
got paid,” he said.
Just as those ballplayers
had to do what they could to
raise money to play, English
is determined to figuratively
pass the hat himself to see
that today’s African-American youth have the chance to
participate in America’s great
game. English added that
playing organized baseball
can also be helpful in keeping
kids off the streets and teaching them responsibility and
respect.
“You can sow good
seeds,” he said enthusiastically. “That’s how you develop leaders. It’s all about
educating our youth, reaching out to them and it’s a way
to continue the history of
African American-baseball.
And the only way to continue
that is through the next generation.”
Registration is going on
now at Childs Park, 4300
14th Ave S., Wednesdays
through Saturdays from 4:306 p.m. Age groups are 12 &
under and 13 & older. For
complete details concerning
donations or participation,
contact Thomas English
at (727) 851-8805 or visit his
site at www.negrobaseballisback.com
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BayWood gets a visit
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Folks at BayWood Nursing
Center, located at 2000 17th
Ave. S., were in for a big surprise last Fri., Feb 14 as students, teachers and other
personnel from Melrose Elementary took it upon
themselves to spread a little
Valentine’s Day cheer.
“We started talking
about giving back to the
community about six
months to a year [ago],”
Ottesha Williams explained.
Williams is co-founder of
G.R. O. U. P., a local organization that aims to support
orphans, along with the elderly and widowed.
G.R.O.U.P. stands for
Glorious, Radiant, Outstanding, Unstoppable and
Passionate women all focused on giving back to the
community. Williams, who
is a fourth grade teacher at
Melrose Elementary, is just
that kind of woman. And
upon meeting up with fellow churchgoer and owner
of event planning company
Exquisite Designs Teresa
Mathews, both women decided to take the plunge
and are now embarking on
a new mission, a life of community service.
“It is something that
has always been on my
heart,” said Mathews who
credits God with planting a
seed of giving in her and
allowing her to meet up
with Williams. “She was
sharing with me her goals,
her vision, and ideas and it
went with everything that
I was already thinking, so
we came together and we
made it happen.”
G.R.O.U.P. joined up
with sponsors and students
from Girlfriend’s, a program where young girls
are mentored by teachers
and community leaders, to
create the Sweetheart
Luncheon for the residents
at BayWood, a nursing center that specializes in occu-

pational, physical, and
speech therapy.
Williams, who is a mentor for the Girlfriend’s program, thought to create an
opportunity for the girls to
not only fulfill their community service requirements, but to bond with
one another. And since
G.R.O.U.P.’s mission is to
be a guide for young ladies
for generations to come,
the setting couldn’t have
been better.
Both Williams and
Mathews used their own
money to provide food for
the residents, as well as
decorating the hall where
they ate. Members of the
Girlfriend’s program made
Valentine cards and spent
the afternoon mixing and
mingling with the residents. Something the residents don’t normally see.
“It’s been a long time
since the residents have
been able to enjoy something like this,” Williams
said. “Just a little bit of
something different, and I
just see smiles.”
Smiles from all involved.
Although the Sweetheart Luncheon is the first
community service project
the women have put on,
G.R.O.U.P. has plans to
continue helping out in the
community. With dreams
of providing scholarships
to female seniors, adopting
local classrooms at backto-school time and putting
on a Christmas breakfast
at a local community center, G.R.O.U.P. has hefty
goals and is inching its
way to becoming a nonprofit organization.
“All those plans are still
in the works,” admitted
Williams who aims at creating a membership based
organization where people
in the community can join
up and help make a difference. “We’re not asking
people to give an enormous
amount of money, just $5 to
be a part of us so we can do
more things.”
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L-R, back row, Suzanne Joseph,
Teresa Mathews, Sammaria, Zy’Kereya, Tierney,
Ottesha Williams, Gema Matanle.
L-R, front row, V’Yntae, Ke’Niya, Destiny, Alana

 

         
      
     
      


    

       


     


     
     

 
      
 
      
    
       


But of course sponsors
are always welcome.
“It’s just an awesome
thing to be able to give
back to the community,”
Mathews said. “I’m hoping
that it’s gonna take us far,
that this is just the beginning of it.”

For more information
on G.R.O.U.P. and how you
can join or become a sponsor, contact Teresa Mathews at (727) 225-2044 and
Ottesha Williams at (727)
290-9260. Or they can be
reached via email at
the.group@yahoo.com

     
      



        
     
      

       
     


Annual Community Yard Sale
sponsored by

The I.M.A.

20 % OFF ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE
Expires May 6, 2014

Interdenominational Ministers Alliance

Saturday, March 18 • 8:00 AM
At the Hospice of St. Petersburg
31st Street and 1st Avenue South
Donations are needed, welcomed
and appreciated!
For more information contact
Elder Eddie Robinson
727-657-5975

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

   





Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

  

(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696



 

 


 




Open: Monday - Sunday

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Vitu (V-too)

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs High School royal court
From ROYAL , page 1

most traditional students at
the school.
School board member
Renee Flowers took to the
podium and discussed possibilities with students. “Today
you have an opportunity to
not only dress the part, play
the part, but to be the part,”
she said. “You are royalty.”
After dinner and the etiquette lessons, the spotlight
turned to the Royal Court
and Nobel men being honored. The 2013-14 Homecoming
Court
was
recognized, Alias Middleton
as Homecoming King and
Brittany McKenzie as
Queen. But it was the Nobles that seemed to take center stage.
Damien Daniels, referred to as Count, is a senior in the traditional program
at Gibbs. He is the academically highest-ranking
African-American male student in the senior class of
2014 and he has earned numerous accolades and
awards for his intellectual
prowess. His work on the
football field, the track team,
along with his volunteering
and outstanding grades has
him set to attend the University of Miami come graduation, where he will be
majoring in mechanical engineering.
Sir Jaquez President is
also a senior in the traditional program and is well
known around the campus
and community for his active
involvement in a variety of
activities like volunteering at
Child’s Park Recreation Center. He received All County
honors in track and made
the Pinellas County All-star

team in football. President
received a full four-year
scholarship to Fairmont
State University in Virginia
for football.
Undrea Bullard, Jr. was
also honored. Labeled Sir
Undrea, the senior has made
honor roll since his junior
year and after an impressive
season in football and basketball, which includes
being named Most Outstanding Defensive Player,
he recently signed with University of Akron in Ohio with
a full four-year scholarship
for football as well.
But the young man that
earned the title of Lord was
Maurice Hall. Shot last year,
Hall was thought to never
play football again.
“I got the call that said he
was shot and in the hospital,”
said Clark who admits Hall
was never one of his students, but that he felt compelled to support the family.
“Maurice is probably the
poster child of what I’m trying to really do. He’s one of
our own.”
Hall has been labeled a
survivor among family and
friends and is set to embark
on a new beginning at Marshall University in West Virginia, where he too received
a full four-year scholarship.
And yes, he’s playing ball.
Clark wants the 12 students honored to turn into
fifty come next year, saying
that more positive role models are needed among the
younger African American
generation. He wants more
success stories full of determination and grit.
Like with Tehira Welch.
Named Princess for the day,

Welch is a 10th grader at
Gibbs and in the Visual Arts
program. An aspiring artist,
she is on her way to worldclass fame. Not allowing her
status as hearing impaired to
dictate her future, Welch
continues to overcome what
most would see as an obstacle and has honed in on her
skills as an artist and scholar.
The dinner continued
with short speeches from
Commissioner Ken Welch
who spoke of the legacy of
Gibbs High, encouraging
the students to live their
dreams, but to not forget to
guide others.
“You all have so much responsibility to go out and
achieve,” he said. “But I want
to impress upon you, once
you achieve, please come
back and give back. Help
that next generation at
Gibbs, or anybody in our
community.”
Clark summed up the
dinner with food for thought
equating success with manners and etiquette in public.
“It’s not going to be how
many doctorates you have,”
he said emphasizing that
even the highly intelligent
have to make a good impression. “It’s going to be what
kind of person you are, what
kind of manners you have.”
Royal gifts were given to
all twelve members of the
court and each left with full
stomachs and a new appreciation on the importance of
first impressions, proper dining etiquette and how to eat
when in a social setting. Let’s
face it, projecting a positive
persona in life is essential
and food is always center
stage.

     
   


“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 












Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay ~ Financing Available!
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
African-American actors wanted

Looking over your budget
BY KATHY WRIGHT
Guest Columnist

The start of a new year is
the perfect time to take a
fresh look at your budget.
And while you’re at it, let’s
look at 2014 as an opportunity to save some money in
ways you hadn’t thought of
before.
Kathy Wright, branch
manager of the USAmeriBank 4th Street N office, gives
some tips on ways to save
money this year.
Start a savings account, if you don’t already
have one.
Opening a savings account is often the first step to
actively setting aside money.
When you have a specific
place to set aside money,
you’re more likely to save.
Take the opportunity to look
at how much excess money
you have each month and
start setting at least some of
it aside.
Look for a bank that
will be a good financial
partner.
When starting a savings
account, do your research
and find a bank that will best
help you with your savings
needs. Having a good financial partner can help you
manage and maintain your
short and long-term goals.
They can assist you with
looking at the interest rates
offered and seeing if those
rates fit in with your goals.
Choosing a bank that will
give you sound financial advice will help you plan for the
future and maximize your
money’s earning potential.
If you can, set up an
automatic payment to
your savings account each
month.
Much like how you can
set up payment of bills, you

can schedule an automatic
deposit into your savings account on a certain day every
month. This turns saving
money into a routine, eventually causing it to become a
habit.
Cut out unnecessary
spending.
Try to spend less on
nonessential indulgences.
Think to yourself, do I really
need it or do I just want it?
For example, if you buy
coffee at a coffee shop every
morning, sit down and calculate how much you would
save by making coffee at
home instead. Or add up
how much you spend on buying lunch every day, to see
what you could be saving if
you brought your lunch.
If you get extra money
you didn’t expect, save it.
Putting
unexpected
money into a savings account
is a great way to ramp up
your savings program. This
could include such things as
monetary gifts from the holidays, income from a side job,
or a bonus at work. As another example, if you have a
garage sale, take the proceeds and set them aside for
your savings.
It may be appealing to
spend this extra income, but
saving it can help you more
aggressively pay down debt
at some point, or comfortably
make larger purchases down
the road.
Keep close track of
your spending.
Set spending limits for
each month and stick to
them. Making a list and
budgeting out your spending
ahead of time will help you
stay on track with your finances.
When shopping, whether
it’s for groceries, household

From THESPIAN, page 1

items, etc., work from a list.
This will help eliminate impulse buying.
Set short-term goals.
Sometimes, long-term
goals can seem daunting and
unreachable. So start out by
setting manageable shortterm goals, such as how
much money you’ll save each
month. This will seem more
achievable and will add up in
the long run.
For example, setting
aside $50 a month may
sound like a more obtainable
goal than saving $600 a year,
even though that’s what your
monthly savings would add
up to.
It’s never too early to
save.
Even though this seems
obvious, it’s important to remember that the sooner you
start saving, the more you’ll
have down the road. Hold
yourself accountable for putting money away.
Kathy Wright is a Senior
Vice President and retail
branch manager for the USAmeriBank 4th Street N office. Wright has over 30 years
of banking experience in retail
and wealth management serving the St. Petersburg area.
She was born and raised in St.
Petersburg. She is a member of
Krewe of Princess Ulele, is a
member of the Northeast Exchange Club and chaired
Relay for Life in St. Petersburg
in 2013 and 2014.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




 




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!






 


 
 
 

  
 
   
  




Shows run typically two
to two and a half hours,
but length can be determined by the audience and
the emcee who controls
that portion of the show.
Each act typically runs 2030 minutes with each of
the four acts getting
shorter as the show progresses.
“We provide food for
the rehearsal and shows
for the actors and we rehearse usually three times
a week except when close
to opening, when it can be
more. We do a full rehearsal before the show
starts then we have fewer
rehearsals
thereafter,
probably one or twice
a week or one longer one
on the weekend,” Adams
explained.
The actors are to meet
either in Gulfport/St. Pete
or Tampa depending on
where
the
cast
is
located. Characters can be
any color, and they include:
Donny B. - Not educated and mentally challenged, he sees people
who are not there and provides goofy comic relief. In
his late 20s to 30s, he talks
to Johnny Cash (this was
before the country music
star’s death).
Don - (this character
could also be a woman
named Dawn) Lawyer type
that can play a nerd in
his/her 30s, and distinguished looking. Athletic
build, charismatic.
Detective Friday - Joe
Friday from Dragnet (“Just
the facts” type). Conserva-

tive, straight-laced, goofy.
Can be 35-50 years old.
Laura - Girl next door
type, sympathetic character and a pretty girl. Hairstylist fashion type in her
20s-30s.
Peggy Sue - She is the
trampy vamp who dresses
provocatively and usually
inappropriate for her age
(late 30s - 40). Hung up on
her looks; she wears too
much makeup.
Don’t let the ages of the
characters scare away the
young folks. Adams will
gladly accept high school
drama students into the
fold.
There are some original songs in the play, with
some
using
familiar
melodies from the 1950s
and 1960s. Many of the
venues are yet to be determined, but Adams is considering
retirement
homes, restaurants and
various other locations
everywhere from Tampa
to Sarasota.
“My initial plan is to let
this show run at venues
for four months and then
switch it to another show
at that time,” Adams said.
“So this will run from
March until the end of
June. Then we will bring
another show, probably
our 1970s show but that is
not a definitive yet.”
The actors’ pay for
each show is up to $50 and
Adams said she is open to
using newcomers as well
as seasoned actors who
have a dream.
“We have some new-

comers in the show now
and they are doing a wonderful job,” she said. “As a
matter of fact, the director
is one of those newcomers.
I like to use different people to give the show a fresh
and diverse feel each time.
We even mix up the ending so the killer is not the
same each time.”
Musicians play songs
of the era as the guests arrive to get them in the
mood. The audience can
sit and listen or dance,
Adams said, adding that
many guests dress the
part for the era.
Adams has been producing shows for about 20
years, starting in Atlanta
with a 1970s production
about the disco era. She
has themed productions,
which are set in the 1950s
all the way through the
1980s, and is about to start
working on a 1990s show.
“When I lived in New
York City,” Adams explained, “my favorite thing
was going to the theater
and this affords me in a
very small way to be a part
of something that I love
dearly. Since retiring, it
was on my bucket list. It
gives me so much joy to do
and to allow others to
achieve their dream as
well.”
For
more
info,
contact Gladys Adams at
(678)
832-3621
or
gadams50@hotmail.com.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 



   

 
 
  
 
 
  



   
    
   
  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionar y Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for February

Feb. 23 - Black Histor y
Presentation by the children
Youth Ministr y (CYM) at
9:30 a.m. during Sunday
school hour.
Feb. 23 - Natl’ Winter
Board begins in Sherieve
Port, LA.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30. All are invited to
come and join us.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come
out study the Bible with us,
and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Min-

Pastor’s Corner

istr y Meetings are held
ever y Tuesday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministr y
ever y Monday from 6:30
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held ever y
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study ever y Wednesday evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Save the date May 2 for the
Relay for Life of South St. Petersburg! At Lakewood High
School. Join our team by going
online to www.mzprogressive.org and clicking on the
Relay for Life banneror stop by
the table out front and register.
Registration fee is $10. Donations are also accepted.
The Princeton Review
Team is coming to Mt. Zion to
administer a free ACT Practice
exam and give a strategy session on Sat., March 15 from
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Youth
Chapel Fellowship Hall. Registration is required no later
than March 9. For more information contact Toni Walker at
727-418-1793 or Email mtzion-

collegeprep@mzproressive.org
Join the Women’s Ministry on Sat., Feb. 22, at 10
a.m. on the second floor for,
“What’s Love Got To Do with
It?” It has everything to do
with it. “Remembering Our
First Love: The Love of God.
Seasoned Saints 65 and
over save the date for our
“Seasoned Saints Luncheon
on Sat., March 15 at noon on
the 2nd floor!
Lakewood High School
will be here in concert featuring their Jazz Ensemble on
Thurs., March 6 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Sanctuary.
Attention Single Moms!
Just Us Three will meet February 13 and 20 at 6 p.m. in
the C.A.R.E. Building at 1906
9th Ave. S. During this quarter we will continue to Uncover the Truth….Genesis: 2.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry
- Calling all Men... The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come
out on the third Thursday of

each month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a
Man of God Should Look
Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7 - 8 p.m.
Phone in to: 605-477-2100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is
a family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the
saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total
Stewardship” – II Corinthians
9:6-8.
Mark your calendar:
Sunday, February 23,
2014 at 4:00 p.m. - FMBC
Youth Ministry Black Heritage Celebration: As part of
the heritage of African American culture, the youth min-

istry will present their Godgiven power with positive inspiration to show His love
and compassion. Come join
us to recognize their gifts and
their desire to make a difference in our community and in
the world.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key
to happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
worship experiences are 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30
a.m.

Come join us each
Wednesday for Bible Study at
Noon and 7:00 p.m. Dr.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you
to come and share in the
study of God’s word - The
Gospel of Mark - BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As
You Walk With The Master
Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The
Ship!

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Has your soul been saved?
If not, it can be. It’s a simple process. We are
saved by grace through faith, not by what we
do [Ephesians 2:8-9]. But rather what Jesus has
already done at Calvary. Whereas we are created in the image and likeness of God [His nature and character]. We are a spirit with a soul.
We are housed in an earth suit [our body] that
He chose for us. Because our Father God loves
us so much, Jesus made himself sin and paid all
the penalties that our sin nature [which we
were born with] owed. Jesus on the cross of
Calvary said: “It is finished.”
Believing in your heart, God raised him
from the grave and confessing it with your
mouth is the only requirement for your soul to
be saved [I.Q., Emotions and desire to choose
either living for God’s pleasure and purpose or
make choices with a unhygienic soul that leads
to destruction-Romans 10:9].Upon accepting
His ‘gift’ of salvation; we are made righteous.
Our soul salvation is a free for the claiming.
If your soul is not saved, I highly recommend you do ASAP. Why? Because there are
unholy spirits in the earthly realm that desires
to deceive and possess your soul. They want
you to deny who Jesus is and what He has already done for us by putting you under the
bondage of the Law. This is not a new phenomenon. Paul confronted this problem with the
first century church in Galatia. His letter stated
he was astonished how easily they had been bewitched to turn from the Grace of God unto another Gospel. If anybody, even an angel, is
preaching a gospel other than the grace of God,
let them be under God’s curse!
Never forget that the Holy God of Israel,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is a merciful God. He
being Holy requires us to also be Holy [nothing
missing, nothing broken, nothing lacking in our
lives]. Holiness demands justice! There is no
God like Jehovah! He’s an awesome God. He’s
no respecter of persons. This is evident when
Adam and Eve were created, sinned, and restored in one day; the six day. Being all knowing, God in His infinite wisdom [Jesus] knew
when Satan would deceive Adam and Eve. After
all, Satan was also created by God for His pleas-

ure.
FYI: Satan has no power or authority over
blood bought saints. Only after he deceived
Adam, he temporarily gained authority and
power over the world systems by default. Believers understand that God created the first
man and woman under his fountain of grace
[favor they could not earn]. No wonder, our Father God rested on the seventh day. We must
never forget to remember that seventh day
when the LORD GOD rested. Unbeknown to
Satan, Jesus was slain before the foundation of
the earth was re-created to fulfill God’s
covenant He swore by Himself that made Abraham’s seed bruise Satan’s head in due season.
Jesus is the seed of Abraham. Everyone who accepts the finished work of the cross by Jesus
has been given all of God’s power and authority
to rule and reign in righteousness.
Is your soul saved? Have you been saved
from the power, penalty and presence of the
anti-Christ bondages? Have you been saved
unto power, provisions and presence of the
Head of the Body of Jesus Christ, the ark of
safety, the Church and a member in particular?
The Law of Moses were given to the Jewish
nation as their taskmaster to reveal God’s level
of holiness and how impossible it was for them
to keep them on their own. If they missed one,
they were charged for missing them all. FYI:
there are a total of 613 commandments.
Nevertheless, God had us gentiles also in
His heart in the beginning. He foreknew the
Northern Kingdom of Israel would continually
reject His purpose for them. The Southern
Kingdom of Israel became an open door for us
gentiles to enter into the Kingdom of God by
making Jesus our Savior, LORD and soon coming King [Romans 11]. Only the blood of Jesus
Christ can wash away our sin, only the Holy
Ghost fire can purify our soul and only God’s
grace and mercy can carry us through any
given situation in our lives. Thereby we can fulfill Gods Royal Law.
The days of the Gentiles will end soon.
Don’t let it be said: It’s too late!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church honored Rainey
From RAINEY , page 1

eous drum solo from none
other than the honoree himself, Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist, located at
1800 18th Ave. S., put on a
skit of Rainey’s life entitled,
“The Road We Travel.” It
was a hit with both the audience and Rainey alike.
A man of the cloth,
Rainey has been preaching
for decades. He served as
Pastor of the Leonard Street
Church
of
God
in
Brooksville and Bealsville
Church of God in Plant City.
Well known and respected
in the St. Petersburg community, he has answered
other callings over the years
and has always risen to fulfill
the Lord’s wishes. Now as
he proudly announces his
daughter Jayda as following
in his footsteps and becoming a minister, he is set to
embark on yet another
church.
“We’ve been working to
get our parents engaged, the
community to engage, in education and the success of
our children,” said Rainey
speaking of his work as president of the Parent Support
for Education Council. “So
the streets of south St. Pete
are apparently my church
for right now.”
Rainey grew up in
Harlem and remembers his
time in what he labels the
“asphalt jungle” selling day
old newspapers and waiting
in welfare lines with his family for government cheese
and miscellaneous canned
food items. His mother
passed away when he was
just a toddler and at an early
age he was prone to delin-

quent behavior.
He learned to mug
drunks in the subway station, shoplift whatever he
could, and even recalls stealing money from his brother
David as he worked in his
tailor shop. Eventually he arrived in St. Petersburg,
which he labeled a “hick
town, an unpaved mud
hole,” to live with his dad
and stepmom.
But while attending
Gibbs High School, he had a
fall out with his father,
started flunking his classes
and chose to quit school and
join the army. He was a platoon staff sergeant in the
82nd Airborne Division.
After returning home,
Rainey mended his relationship with his father and
earned his GED, going on to
attend Bethune-Cookman
College.
During his youth, there
were a few standout teachers that helped to guide him
along the straight path and
their influence made it possible for him to come out on
the other end with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Science
Education and certified to
teach elementary school.
Over the years, Rainey
served as an educator at
Wildwood Elementary, a
Junior College and as an adjunct professor at USF. At
the time of retirement he
was an Elementary Science
Supervisor.
“My involvement in the
community, everything that
folks have said, it’s all because of Jesus Christ, my
savior,” said Rainey. “From
the streets of Harlem in New

York, the asphalt jungle, to
the pulpit, I am so thankful
that the Lord waited for me
to accept him.”
And accept him he did.
Rainey currently serves as
the Minister of Community
Outreach at Faith Memorial
where the Rev. Dr. Bragg L.
Turner presides, and who
unfortunately could not attend the celebration due to
an illness.
Rainey is also involved
with many other community
organizations such as
F.A.S.T. and works with the

Juvenile Welfare Board.
What he is most proud of,
however, is his work as President of the Parent Support
for Education Council,
which he has been involved
in for the past decade.
“Speak up, defend the
poor and the oppressed,”
preached Rainey in his closing remarks. He pointed out
Proverbs chapter 31 and
urged those celebrating
Black History Month with
him to check out verses
eight and nine. “You got a
piece of paper?” he asked.

“Write that down now, write
it on the program.”
But with all the accolades bestowed upon him on
his evening of celebration,
he was most concerned with
spotlighting his wife who
came out to support him and
his daughter who played the
piano in his honor. And of
course, Rainey paid his homage to God and thanked him
for giving him a mission in
life.
“I don’t know how long
I’ll be going, but I believe the
Lord has told me what to do

and where he is carrying me
now,” Rainey said. “As long
as I have strength and a
sound mind that’s where I’ll
go.”
Rainey received a plaque
for his service to the community and his wife Joanne
was honored with a Valentine to commemorate the
holiday.
Faye Hines is the coordinator of the Black History
Ministry Honorary Program that organized the
event.

